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Spent 70 years in exile

During this time:

Started being called Jews

Faith called Judaism

Worshipped in synagogues

Worshipped on the Sabbath



+



+

538 BCE: Persians conquered Babylon

Let Jews return to Judah

Rebuilt Jerusalem

Built Second Temple
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Jews could not have own government or 

kings

Persians chose government officials

Religious leaders guided Jewish 

society

Religious scholars

Ezra, a scribe, wrote 5 books of the 

Torah



+



+

Made up of 3 parts:

The Torah, the Prophets, the Writings

24 books collected over centuries

Presents the laws and rules of the 

Israelites

Jewish history, art, literature, poetry, 

proverbs
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Genesis

First book

View of human beginnings

Created earth in 6 days

Punish the wicked

Hope for the future

Daniel

Evil & suffering be replaced by goodness
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The Torah affected daily life

Provides teachings for daily life

Shaped family life

What food to eat; clothes to wear

Help the poor, deal honestly with neighbors, 

apply law fairly

Individual worth and responsibility; self-

discipline

Reminded to be loyal to God.
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Roles of father and mother

Stressed education

Worship God and learn a trade

Learn to read the Torah

Religious leaders became community 

leaders
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Jewish laws limit Jewish food

Kosher

That which is proper

Ex: beef and lamb but not pork

By following food laws it shows 

obedience to God
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+Animals must be killed in a certain 

way

Meat must be inspected, salted, and 

soaked

Foods not kosher are unclean

No meat and dairy products together

No shellfish

Crab, shrimp, etc.

Ate certain foods during certain meals
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Festival of Passover

Celebration of Egyptian Exodus

Lamb, hard-boiled eggs, vinegar, salt 

water, herbs, matzoh

Ex.  Bitter herbs due to the bitter 

experience
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